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CONPIDENTIAL LUSAKA 2981 

PRETORIA ALSO FOR AMBASSADOR LOW 

E.O. II652: GDS 
TAGS: PORGSFWA 

SUBJ: NAMIBIA: FOLLOW UP ON CLASH AT CAPRIVI STRIP - ZAMBIAN 
BORDER 

REF: LUSAKA 2962, LUSAKA 2966 

1. SUMMARY: FOREIGN MINISTER MWALE SUMMONED LUSAKA CONTACT 
GROUP REPS AT 1400 HOURS LOCAL TO PROVIDE A FOLLOW UP ON 
YESTERDAY'S MEETING COVERING MILITARY ACTIVITY ALONG THE 
ZAMBIAN-CAPRIVI STRIP BORDER. HE SAID SOUTH AFRICA HAS 
MOVED TROOPS INTO ZAMBIAN TERRITORY TRANSPORTED BY 12 TROOP 
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CARRIERS. LIGHTING CONTINUES. LIVES AND PROPERTY HAVE BEEN 
LOST. HE APPEALED TO CONTACT GROUP GOVERNMENTS TO URGE 
RESTRAINT ON SOUTH AFRICA. END SUMMARY. 

2. ACCORDING TO MWALE, SOUTH AFRICANS PENETRATED INTO 
ZAMBIAN TERRITORY BEGINNING APTERNOON AUGUST 23. HE ESTIMATED 
THAT AT LEAST 200 TROOPS ARE TAKING PART AND 12 TROOP CARRIERS 
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WERE INVOLVED. THUS FAR, SOUTH AFRICAN ATTACK HAS RESULTED IN 
12 ZAMBIAN CIVILIANS KILLED AND SIX INJURED. IN ADDITION, 

SESHEKE AIRPORT HAS BEEN SHELLED, A NUMBER OF BUILDINGS DESTROYED 
AND A POWER LINE PUT OUT OF COMMISSION. FIGHTING CONTINUES. 

3. MWALE SAID HE WISHED TO REAFFIRM THAT ZAMBIA HAD IN NO WAY 
BEEN INVOLVED IN AN ACTION AGAINST SOUTH AFRICA. THIS WOULD 
HAVE BEEN CONTRARY TO ZAMBIAN POLICY OF REFRAINING FROM 
ATTACKING ITS NEIGHBORS. HE ADMITTED THAT ZAMBIA DOES SUPPORT 
LIBERATION MOVEMENTS, BUT STRESSED THIS IS A MORAL DUTY WHICH 
ZAMBIA COULD NOT REFUSE. 

4. HE REASSERTED THAT SOUTH AFRICA WAS USING THE INCIDENT 

NEAR SESHEKE AS AN EXCUSE TO THROW A WRENCH INTO THE SETTLEMENT 
WORKS. DESPITE THIS, ZAMBIA WOULD CONTINUE TO COOPERATE ON A 
PEACEFUL NAMIBIAN SETTLEMENT. ZAMBIA WILL NOT BE DRAWN INTO ANY 
ACT WHICH MIGHT JEOPARDIZE CARRYING OUT THE NAMIBIAN ACCORDS. 

5. MWALE ASKED CONTACT GROUP REPRESENTATIVES THROUGH THEIR 
GOVERNMENTS TO URGE SOUTH AFRICA TO DESIST FROM ITS ACTION. 

HE THEN WENT ON TO MENTION THAT ZAMBIA HAS THE RIGHT TO 

CALL IN ITS FRIENDS FOR PROTECTION WHEN CONFRONTED BY UNPROVOKED 
VIOLATIONS OF ITS SOVEREIGNTY AND TERRITORIAL INTEGRITY. 

THUS FAR ZAMBIA HAS DECLINED TO DO SO BECAUSE ZAMBIA 
DOES NOT WANT AN IDEOLOGICAL WAR ON ITS TERRITORY. 
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6. AS AN AFTERTHOUGHT, MWALE SAID HE WOULD LIKE THE FIVE 
REPRESENTATIVES TO BRING TO THEIR GOVERNMENTS' ATTENTION THE 
FACT THAT KAUNDA SHOULD BE COMMENDED FOR RESTRAINING THE 
ZAMBIAN AIR FORCE FROM COUNTERATTACKING THE SOUTH AFRICAN 
AGGRESSORS. 
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